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Table 2 Statistics Showing the Rate of Heavy Mineral Appearance
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Fig. 2 Distribution of Heavy Mineral Anomalies in Gambia
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Table 3 Chemical Compositions of imenite, Rutile and Zircon
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53.53 | .41 | 30.65| 0.2 | 0,09 | 0,53 | o88 | 1.37 | ooz | 080 | 0.0z | 0.021
By 55.33 | 4.98 |32.55 | 0.24 { 0.10 | 0,50 |-0.58 | 1.11 | .02 0.78 | 0.02 | 0.016
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HEAVY MINERALS’ CHARACTERISTICS ALONG
THE GAMBIA RIVER AND ITS GEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Li Hongkui and Yang Yongbo
(Regonal Geologcal Swrvey Brigndk of Shandbng Rureau
of Geology and Mineral Resawrces)
Guo Yaling
(Shabng Institute and Laboratories of Geologcal Sciences)

Abstract

Along the Gambia river,the heavy minerals are characterized by the presence of ilmenite,
rutile and zircon as well as accompanied native gold,lead and copper minerals,etc. They come
mainy from the ancient metamorphic terrain. Mineral sands of ilmenite, rutile and zircon can
possibly be found in Gambia, The ilmenite, sand belt in the western costal region has some
economic value while placer gold anomalies mainly spread in eastern Gambia with its heavy
minerals originating from a sequence of alluvial — pluvial pebbly sand beds of the early
Quaternary Period.



