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PLATE TECTONICS AND THE GENETIC
CLASSIFICATION OF GRANITES

Hu Shanting ,Sun Kegin
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Zhao Dongpu
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Abstract

The genesis of granites is one of the most controversial issues in the geosciences. Some ideas
of the genetic types of granites are gradually accepted by scholars. The well —known classification
which divides granites into the I —type and s —type and that which divides granites into the
magnetite series and ilmenite series consider mainly the source materials forming the granites. The
genetic classifications of granites related to the “geosyucline — platfrorm”tectonics has advanced
an important step towards the classification concerning tectonic scttings. The genesis of granites
can be explained scientifically by the theory of the plate tectonics. In this paper the authors divide

granites into four genetic types and nine sub types according to the plate toctonic theory.



