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CORRECTION FOR CRYS TAL DRAWINGS
OF SOME MINERALS

Li Futang
(Shandong Provincial Central Laboratory
Ministry of Geology and Mineral Resources)

Abstract

The geometric constants of a crystal should be in accord with the cell parameters of the
crystal. In the book “Atlas of Placer Minerals”,however,the drawings of crystal form (100) of
anatase, zircon, thorite, xenotime , vesuvianite , scheelite and wulfenite are identical to those of
their unit cell (110) due to the old,but wrong crystal orientation.

A correction for these errors has been made by the author. First, the crystai plane indices and
relevent angles of these minerals are calculated according to both the old and new orientations;
and the results are tabled and compared. second, the crystal drawings of the above — mentioned
minerals occurred in the Atlas of Placer Minerals in which the old orientation is used and also in
the book In troduction to Mineralogy in which the new orientation used are anlysed by means of
stereographic projection and errors thus found are corrected. Finally, precise crystal drawings of
the above — mentioned minerals are plotted, each with a brief description, by means of

steorographic projection according to the new orientation.



