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MINERALOGICAL STUDY OF SEPIOLITE FROM
JINAN AND ITS ORIGIN

Du Xinjun

( The Laboratories, Shandong Bureau

of Geology and Mineral Resources)
Abstract

The sepiolite studied occurs in the altered marble in a skarn—type iron
mine near Jinan, The mineral is white in colour with a silky and earthy luster
and occurs as fibrous aggregate in Zeneral, The microhardness ( HV ) of the
mineral is 27,09 k&/mm? ( Mohs’ hardness=2,1); its specific gravity =2,_03;
Ng=1,5253, Np=1,5170, (—)2V =52°, The sepiolite is usually associated
with dolomite, '

The chemical composition of the sepiolite is given as follows; SiO, =
53.67%, MgO=23.66%, H,0=18,55%, Fe,0,=1.68% , Ca0=0.51%, Al,O4=
0.42%,ctc, with a total of 99.62%,The X —ray powder diffraction data of the
sepiolite are in good agreement with the A, S, T,M, data, In the paper are also
presented its DTA and infrared absorption spectrum data,

It is suggested that the sepiolite is a hydrothermal alteration product in

terms of its origin,



